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North Texas Chapter –  
National Railway Historical Society 

 
The North Texas 

 
“God of the west wind” 

February Chapter Meeting:  
Amtrak: Connecting America By Rail  

 
 

Amtrak is the nation’s largest provider of passenger rail 
travel. Taking over from the governing freight railroads in 
1971, and with over 50 years of history, Amtrak has woven 
its place into the fabric of American transit and adventure 
travel.   
 
Aboard an Amtrak train, passengers escape the stress of 
highway driving and connect with “Real America”, via 
routes operating through some of the nation’s most amazing 
scenery, national parks, big cities, and small towns too. 
 
This exclusive DVD introduces you to the entirety of the 
Amtrak service network, which spans from coast to coast, 
and border to border. From both trackside and onboard 
perspectives, you’ll see and survey the trains that so many 
ride for practical purposes and pure enjoyment. Along the 
way you’ll learn about Amtrak’s intriguing origin story, its 
on-going challenges, and insights on what’s yet to come. 

 

When: Tuesday, February 6th @ 7:30PM  
(Meet “N” Greet at 7:00PM)  

 
Where: Cotton Belt Room of the Chill Bar & 

Grill at 814 S. Main St (NW corner of S. 
Main St. & Dallas Rd), Grapevine, TX.   

Food will be available for purchase. 

 
Link to Website: 

 https://www.chillbardfw.com/ 
 

 Guests are always welcome! 
See you there! 
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It’s not too late!   
There’s still plenty of time to pay your 

2024 North Texas Chapter Dues! 
 
First, a BIG THANKS to all our members who have already renewed their membership in our North Texas 
Chapter of the NRHS.  64% of our members have already renewed.   
 
BUT REMEMBER, IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO PAY YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
DUES FOR YOUR CHAPTER.   
 
And it’s easy to renew.  The easiest way to pay is through our on-line Chapter Store.  Or you can pay by 
mailing a check to the address shown below or by paying cash at a Chapter Meeting.   
 
Annual Membership dues are $16 for either a Regular Chapter Membership or a Chapter-only 
Membership and $18 for a Regular Chapter Family Membership. 
 

To PAY ON-LINE, visit the Chapter’s on-line store at: 

https://ntxnrhs.org/store/#! 
 
Copy and paste the above address into your browser.  We do add a small service charge (50 cents for 
individual, 75 cents for family memberships) to your dues payment to help offset some of the processing 
fees for using a credit card.  You do not need to be a PayPal member to pay on-line. 
 

To PAY BY CHECK, make the check payable to “North Texas Chapter NRHS” for $16 (individual) 
or $18 (family) and mail it to: 
Bob Kennedy, North Texas Chapter NRHS 
3304 Cross Bend Road 
Plano, Texas 75023 

 
Please note this new mailing address for membership renewals. 
 

To PAY BY CASH, please pay the Chapter Treasurer or any Chapter Officer at any Chapter 
Meeting with the exact amount of your annual dues.   
 
If you have any questions about membership, please contact me directly 
at rckennedy48@verizon.net. 
 
Please note that this request is for your Chapter Dues only. You will be billed 
separately for your National NRHS dues by the National.  National dues are paid 
directly to the National. 
  
Thanks very much.   
  
Bob Kennedy, Treasurer 
North Texas Chapter, NRHS 
 

Special Announcement: 
 

There is a Trips and Events Committee meeting scheduled for 6 PM on March 5, before the March Chapter meeting 
and at the same location. Anyone interested in discussing future trips and events is invited to attend. 

https://ntxnrhs.org/store/#!%0D
https://ntxnrhs.org/store/#!%0D
mailto:rckennedy48@verizon.net


February, 2024   Volume 28, Number 12 

3 | P a g e  

 

Railfanning Past and Present with Chapter Member Bill Brown 

 
Friday, January 5th, 2024 in Cresson, Texas with a Unit Sand Train loading at Visits Sand. 

 

 
Santa Fe 542 at the Illinois Railway Museum awaiting refurbishing. 
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From the J Quinn Collection, Burlington Northern's Western Star entering Spokane, Washington. 

 
The afternoon Zephyr changing crews in Savanna, Illinois. 
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Granbury, TX Depot @ Christmas 
By Wayne Smith 

 

 
Granbury's depot was constructed in 1914 and is an example of a typical Texas train station. The current 
building replaces an earlier depot, which was constructed in 1887 when the railroad first came to the area. 
It was destroyed by fire in 1912. The current structure was described as a "modern passenger and freight 
depot". Granbury’s founding town fathers together donated $25,000 to bring the Fort Worth and Rio Grande 
Railroad to Granbury in 1887.  *See Related Article on Page 7. 
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The Depot is similar to historic Texas railroad stations which also have the wide overhanging eaves and the separate 
waiting rooms. The Depot was built by employees of the Frisco Railroad using brick, stone and trademark Ludowici 
clay roof tiles which were from the original clay tile factory in New Lexington, Ohio, which burned in the 1950s.  
Recognized as a Texas Historic Landmark in 1984, the Depot is still owned by the Fort Worth & Western Railroad, 
but the City of Granbury leases the building and provides maintenance and upkeep on the facility and grounds.   
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The History of the Ft Worth and Rio Grande Railway 
And It’s Connections to the Frisco, Santa Fe, South Orient (Cen-Tex Rail) and Fort Worth & Western in Granbury, TX 

 
The Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway, chartered under the laws of Texas on June 1, 1885, was part of a 
plan conceived by Buckley Burton Paddock and other Fort Worth civic leaders to create a transcontinental 
route linking New York, Fort Worth, and the Pacific port of Topolobampo, which they believed would 
stimulate the growth and development of southwest Texas in general, and the economy of Fort Worth in 
particular.  
 
With financial backing from the Vanderbilt railroad syndicate, construction of the FW&RG began at Fort 
Worth in November, 1886, but proceeded slowly with many changes of route, reaching Granbury (40 miles 
away) a year later, Comanche in 1890, and Brownwood, 144 miles from Fort Worth, in 1891.  
 
In 1901, the Frisco Railroad got control of the FW&RG, which it operated as an independent subsidiary, 
extending the line to Brady in 1903 and on to Menard in 1911. The Frisco entered bankruptcy in 1913 and 
made no further extensions of the FW&RG, which in most years failed to make a net profit.  
 
On March 1, 1937, Frisco sold the FW&RG to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway for $1.5 million, 
giving the latter an entry into Fort Worth from the west. Santa Fe immediately leased the FW&RG to its 
Texas subsidiary, Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway, into which the FW&RG was merged on December 
31, 1948. The FW&RG trackage was known as the Dublin Subdivision. On acquisition, Santa Fe improved 
the FW&RG track and began routing high volumes of freight over it, en route between the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area and California.  

 
Timetable of the Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway in 1890, when it terminated at Dublin. 

 
The GC&SF was merged into corporate parent Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway on August 1, 1965. 
The Brownwood-Brady segment (44 miles) had been abandoned in 1959, and the Brady-Menard segment 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Buckley_Burton_Paddock&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Worth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Topolobampo,_Sinaloa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Central#Vanderbilt_years:_1867%E2%80%931954
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Granbury,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comanche,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brownwood,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frisco_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brady,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menard,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Net_profit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atchison,_Topeka_and_Santa_Fe_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf,_Colorado_and_Santa_Fe_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atchison,_Topeka_and_Santa_Fe_Railway
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(31 miles) was abandoned in 1972. The remainder of the former FW&RG from Belt Junction in Fort Worth 
to Ricker, six miles east of Brownwood, was bought by Cen-Tex Rail Link, an affiliate of the South Orient 
Railroad on May 20, 1994. South Orient sold the Cen-Tex line to the Fort Worth and Western Railroad in 
1999.  
 
Source of this Article: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Worth_and_Rio_Grande_Railway 
 

 
Cool Art Piece! 

 

 
A piece of 3D art with raised rail hung in a local shop in Granbury, TX. 

 

 
Hood County Texas Genealogical Society 

   

GRANBURY RAILROAD DEPOT 
by Mary G. Saltarelli 

Written ~1984 
http://www.granburydepot.org/z/biog/DepotHistory.htm 

 
Representative of early twentieth century rural Texas train stations, the Granbury railroad depot is in good 
condition and looks very much like it did when it was built in 1914. This historically significant and 
architecturally intact structure is a reminder of the role the railroad played in Hood County's development. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cen-Tex_Rail_Link&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Orient_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Orient_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Worth_and_Western_Railroad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Worth_and_Rio_Grande_Railway
http://www.granburydepot.org/z/biog/DepotHistory.htm
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Granbury's one-story loadbearing brick depot is rectangular in plan with a bay window on the north side 
and a square projection on the south side. The depot's walls are built of red pressed brick with stone trim 
and it has a hipped red-clay tile roof. It has five-paneled doors and one-over-one doublehung sash windows. 
Big wide eaves surround the building on all sides and were probably built to help protect both passengers 
and baggage from the weather. 
 
The interior of the depot has the original plaster walls, tongue-and-groove pine floors, and beaded board 
twelve-foot high ceilings. It has two chimneys: one on the west end, and one in the center towards the south 
side of the building. There are no fireplaces in the depot-potbellied stoves were originally used for heat, 
and both chimneys have evidence that stovepipes were connected to them. The station was originally 
constructed without electrical wiring; the current wiring has been added to the outside of the plaster walls. 
 
The depot today has a passenger waiting room on the west end, the station agent's office and restrooms in 
the center, and a freight room and small storage room on the east end. The freight room has wide doors on 
both the north and south sides of the building. 
 
The original floor plan of the building was somewhat different. The waiting room and station agent's office 
were located where they are today and a baggage, mail, and express room was on the east end of the 
building. Just east of the station agent's office was a waiting room for black passengers, apparently located 
where the small storage room and part of the freight room are today. In fact, a north door just east of the 
station agent's office still has lettering that says "Colored Waiting Room." It is not known when this waiting 
room was remodeled into a storage room and part of the freight room. 
 
Only two changes have been made to the exterior of the depot since it was built: a wooden loading dock 
was added and a train signaling board was removed. 
 
The wooden loading dock was added to the outside of the freight room door on the south side of the 
building. According to a Santa Fe railroad official, this loading dock was added on in 1971 or 1972 when 
passenger service to and from Granbury ended. At that time, the Santa Fe began using the depot exclusively 
for freight service and the floor of the baggage room was also raised to the level of the freight loading dock. 
 
The train signaling board was located on the north side of the depot, just above the bay window. This board 
was used by the Frisco stationmaster, to signal to passing trains. After the Santa Fe took over operation of 
the railroad in this area in 1937, the train signaling board was removed and the Santa Fe added a semaphore 
to signal to the trains. 
 
The railroad arrived in Granbury in 1887 when the first section of the Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway 
Company's planned line from Fort Worth to Brownwood was completed. The Fort Worth and Rio Grande 
Railway Company was chartered on June 1, 1885. Construction of the line's first forty miles from Fort 
Worth to Granbury was completed in 1887 and it was two years before construction resumed. After 1889, 
this line eventually extended to the southwest, stopping in Menard in 1911. 
 
Granbury greeted the Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railroad with great enthusiasm. Residents of Fort Worth 
and Granbury paid the Railway Company a $25,000 bonus to encourage them to build a railroad line 
between the two cities. Among the contributing residents in Granbury was publisher Ashley Crockett, Davy 
Crockett's grandson, who contributed $600 toward the bonus payment.  
 
The railroad had an immediate impact on the economy in Granbury as shown in the following quote from 
the Granbury Graphic in January 1887: "Property values have increased at least 300 percent since work 
began on the railroad and rents have gone up rapidly." 
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The initial surge of activity that Granbury experienced was also written about in the Granbury Graphic in 
March 1887: "…the town on the boom and real estate on the rise.  'All aboard for Granbury' will soon be 
cried from the Union Station. Granbury will probably be the terminus of the road for some time and will be 
a 'hummer' and no mistake." 
 
The excitement fostered by the new railroad and the full extent of Granbury's boom in 1887 is shown in the 
following quote from the Granbury News in March of that year: "A bank, a bridge, a railroad and a new 
college are the all absorbing enterprises just now. On with the boom and a good rain."  
 
The arrival of the railroad in Granbury occurred during the decade that saw railroad expansion throughout 
much of Texas. Between 1880 and 1890, 5,466 miles of railroad were laid in Texas. Most of this mileage 
was into undeveloped counties to the west that did not already have railroad transportation. The thirty-nine 
counties that received new railroad lines during the 1880s increased their population 200 percent from 
55,984 in 1880 to 159,714 in 1890. 
 
By the time the railroad reached Hood County in 1887, this area had already converted from predominately 
stock range land to a more agrarian community. In his Hood County History, written in 1895, T.T. Ewell 
estimated that by 1876 the county was, "…about 425 square miles, we had about 500 farms enclosed, of an 
acreage of 100 each, a population of 5,000, four flour and grist mills, 9 cotton gins, 20 common 
schools…and six lodges of grangers." 
 
The Texas Almanac shows Hood County's population as 6,125 in 1880. Ten years later in 1890, which was 
also three years after the arrival of the railroad in Granbury, Hood County's population had increased to 
7,614. 
 
T.T. Ewell also wrote of the impact of the Fort Worth and Rio Grande railroad on Granbury and Hood 
County: 
 

This road has been under able management, and all along its line are discerned the marks 
of prosperity. It has added very considerably to our taxable wealth, both directly and 
indirectly, and the great convenience to our agricultural, stock and commercial interests 
can scarcely be estimated. 
 

The first Fort Worth and Rio Grande depot in Granbury was a frame structure built in the same location as 
the present depot. It was probably constructed in 1887, the year the Fort Worth and Rio Grande line reached 
the town. 
 
In 1903, the Frisco, parent company of the Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railway Company, consolidated all 
of its Texas properties under one name--the St. Louis, San Francisco and Texas Railway Company. From 
that time on, the railroad in Hood County was referred to as the Frisco. 
 
As Granbury grew, the frame railroad depot in town became a point of contention between the residents 
and the railroad officials. Citizens of Granbury felt that it was an eyesore, and in 1905 they submitted a 
petition to Frisco officials asking for better passenger depot accommodations. The railroad responded and 
said they would build a "modern passenger and freight depot" in Granbury, but nothing was done until the 
old wooden depot burned in 1912. 
 
After the fire, Granbury citizens hoped the Frisco would build a new depot of stone, thereby making use of 
native Hood County limestone: 



February, 2024   Volume 28, Number 12 

11 | P a g e  

 

 
It is hoped and believed that the Frisco will replace the burned building with a new brick 
or stone depot, and citizens have already consulted with officials along this line. Of course 
we would prefer to see the building constructed of stone as this would give employment to 
considerable home labor and use material close at hand. However, the town will make no 
complaint so we get a creditable depot building, which we feel sure the company will erect.  
 

For the first year after the depot burned, the Frisco brought an old passenger coach to Granbury, and it was 
used as the passenger station. In January 1914, the cement foundation for the new depot was completed and 
the bricklaying began. The new brick depot was completed and occupied in July 1914: 
 

Agent Upshaw and his force moved into the new Frisco depot on Monday making much 
more convenient and comfortable, not only for the force, but also the traveling public. The 
grounds have been graded and graveled, making it one of the most attractive depot 
surroundings on the road.  
 

Good relations seem to have prevailed between the Frisco railroad officials and the citizens and officials of 
Granbury and Hood County. Railroad officials made occasional goodwill trips to Granbury, touring the city 
and discussing business needs with the merchants, farmers, and ranchers in the area.  
 
The Frisco had a large water tank east of the depot to supply water for its coal-fired and oil-burning steam 
engines. The people of Granbury also relied on the water in the tank for use during fires, and the city made 
payments to the railroad for fire protection. These payments for water use continued until Granbury's first 
waterworks system was installed in 1906, for both fire protection and to lower fire insurance rates.  
 
The Frisco stationmaster's office in the center of the new depot had telegraph equipment and was Granbury's 
Western Union telegraph office. The station agent also received telegraph messages from the train 
dispatcher in Fort Worth and relayed them to passing train conductors. 
 
The Frisco worked to populate the area served by its Fort Worth and Rio Grande line in the hopes of thus 
increasing their business. They had a Division Immigration Agent stationed in Stephenville and in May 
1905, a letter written to him by the Frisco system General Immigration Agent appeared in the Granbury 
News: 
 

I want to give the territory of the Fort Worth and Rio Grande special attention and I am 
requesting my agents to look into this territory thoroughly with a view of developing and 
colonizing the same with good energetic and thorough farmers…I am particularly desirous 
that you enlarge your list of lands and make special effort to secure good lands in the 
vicinity of Granbury, Tolar, Stephenville, Comanche, and Brady, and in fact at all points 
along the Fort Worth and Rio Grande… 
 

The Frisco ran the Fort Worth and Rio Grande line from Fort Worth to Menard until 1937. This line 
continually lost money under Frisco ownership and on March 1, 1937, it was sold to the Santa Fe system. 
One month after the Santa Fe took over ownership of the county's railroad, the Hood County Tablet reported 
that the "Santa Fe Railway System Shows Increased Business."  
 
The railroad served two major needs for the people of Granbury and the surrounding area: passenger and 
mail transportation and commercial shipping. 
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Prior to the arrival of the railroad, all travel was done on horseback or in wagons or stagecoaches. The 
railroad made travel much faster and more comfortable and people in Hood County took advantage of it. 
 
The citizens of Granbury rode the train to visit their relatives in other towns in the area--the Frisco trains 
also stopped in Cresson, Waples, and Tolar in Hood County and in Bluff Dale and Stephenville in 
neighboring Erath County. 
 
The Frisco actively solicited passenger traffic--their passenger schedule was printed in the weekly Granbury 
newspapers for years. They also advertised electric lights, fans, dining cars, and other luxuries on their 
long-distance trains to St. Louis and other cities. 
 
The Frisco and the Santa Fe ran special trains to the Texas state fair in Dallas each year with reduced rates. 
They also advertised special trains or special reduced rates for many different religious, political, and social 
events, such as a revival in Brownwood; a chatauqua in Stephenville; a speech by President Theodore 
Roosevelt, baseball games, a carnival, and the annual Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show in Fort 
Worth; and state political party conventions and a Pan-American Exposition in Dallas. 
 
In the spring of 1906, the Frisco ran a large ad in the Granbury News, promoting Fort Worth as "the leading 
amusement city of the south," with special Sunday round trip fares.  
 
In fact, through the 1920s, many Granbury citizens took the train to Fort Worth for a day of entertainment 
or business. They would catch an early morning train (a schedule printed in a 1914 Granbury News shows 
that it left Granbury at 4:35 a.m.), and spend the day and evening in Fort Worth and then return on a 
midnight train. A favorite local expression in Granbury was, "Goin to Fot Woth on that fo-day train," which 
meant, "Going to Fort Worth on that before-day train." 
 
Many visitors came to Granbury by train, including traveling salesmen or drummers, eager to do business 
with merchants in Granbury, and college students bound for Granbury College or Add-Ran Christian 
University in Thorp Spring. A horse-drawn carriage met each passenger train to transport any travelers into 
town.  
 
The trains enabled the county to have larger social gatherings, such as picnics and reunions. In August 
1919, the organizers of the Hood County Singing Convention expected "a number of good singers from 
outside the county with us, as the railroad makes it possible for more to come than it would otherwise." 
 
In 1899, Hood County began a tradition that has held over until today: an annual picnic and reunion known 
as the Old Soldiers and Settlers Reunion of Hood County. Originating as a reunion of ex-Confederate 
soldiers and old Hood County families, it took place over a three day period on the reunion grounds in 
Granbury each summer. Reunion participants and many political speakers would arrive by train to take part 
in the annual gathering and celebration. Many noteworthy politicians of the times came to Granbury by 
train to speak during Hood County's reunions. Among them were Congressman 0.W. Gillespie in 1905, 
Governor T.M. Campbell in 1908, and Judge James W. Swayne and gubernatorial candidate Thomas H. 
Ball in 1914. 
 
Many other politicians came into Granbury on special trains--some of them were on whistle-stop tours and 
gave their speeches from a train platform. The most notable speaker at the depot was William Jennings 
Bryan, who stopped briefly in Granbury on his way to Stephenville in June 1905. He delivered a short 
address from a coach platform at the old frame depot to a group of about 300 people. 
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Other political figures who came to Granbury by train included U.S. Senator Richard Coke and U.S. Senator 
Horace Chilton in 1891, Governor James Stephen Hogg in 1892, temperance advocate Carrie Nation in 
1905, and Governor Jim Ferguson, when he was seeking reelection in 1918. 
 
A band and 1,000 people greeted Governor Hogg at the first depot when he arrived in Granbury in June 
1892. In March 1905 the Granbury News described Carrie Nation's visit to Granbury: 
 

Aunt Carrie Nation met a good portion of the population of the town at the depot when she 
arrived Monday. In fact, she had a larger audience there than at the college at night, though 
those who attended said her talk was all right. The curiosity of most people was satisfied 
by a sight of the notorious woman.  
 

More recent special trains to stop at the Granbury depot for whistlestop speeches were the campaign trains 
of Lieutenant Governor Ben Barnes when he ran for Governor in 1972, and Governor Bill Clements when 
he ran for reelection in 1982.  
 
On November 30, 1893, General H.B. Granbury's body was brought to Granbury from Columbia, 
Tennessee, on a special train. During a day of honor and tribute to Granbury's namesake, his remains were 
reburied in Granbury Cemetery. This funeral for General Granbury was attended by many people from 
throughout the south who arrived on special trains with extra coaches that were ran and advertised by the 
Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railroad. 
 
Special trains were also sent to Granbury during World War I, to pick up local men who were to be inducted 
into the army. When the troop train arrived in Granbury, the local schools closed and all of the students 
gathered at the depot with many of the townspeople to say goodbye to the new soldiers. When one of the 
local men came back from the war, the schools closed so that the students could go to the depot and welcome 
him home.  
 
Meeting passenger trains in Granbury was a common social activity. A train arriving in Granbury was an 
exciting event--everyone in town came to see the morning passenger train. Many of the townspeople 
gathered at the depot on Sundays to greet the trains. The depot also became a popular gathering spot for 
young people on Saturday night and for high school students "kodaking" outings. 
 
The passenger trains also carried mail and express packages. There were two baggage cars on the Frisco 
trains, one for mail and express, and one for baggage. There was an express office just north of the town 
square where local people brought their packages to be shipped. The express agent transported the packages 
to the depot in a horse-drawn wagon. The depot baggage room was also used for storage of mail and express 
packages.  
 
Prohibition took effect in Hood County in 1902, and in December of that year, all the saloons were closed. 
After 1902, a few men in Granbury had liquor shipped to them COD by train and they picked it up at the 
depot when it arrived.  
 
Passenger train travel remained important in Granbury for some time, because up to the 1920s, very few 
people had cars and the roads in the area were virtually impassable at times, especially during wet weather. 
The local newspapers constantly urged people to push for and work toward better roads. In 1919 the 
Granbury News wrote the following: 
 

A good hard surface road between Granbury and Fort Worth would be of great practical 
value to the country, aside from the business and pleasure travel in autos. It would enable 
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farmers to market their livestock and other products much more cheaply and quickly, 
taking them to market on large trucks, which will come into general use just as soon as the 
country has roads over which they can be run economically.  
 

Even the Frisco railroad promoted improved roads, sponsoring a "Good Roads Train" that arrived in 
Granbury in May 1912. This train had road building experts on it who spoke and advised the citizens of the 
town.  
 
"Highway Number 10" between Granbury and Fort Worth was completed after 1924, making faster auto 
transportation to a large city possible. The Texas Almanac of 1925 shows that in that year Hood County 
had thirty miles of paved roads and thirty miles of gravel roads. Eventually, Hood County improved its 
existing roads and built new roads, as did the rest of the state. Increased passenger traffic on highways and 
in the air led to a decrease in rail passenger traffic after World War II. Between 1965 and 1978, rail travel 
in Texas dwindled to almost nothing. During that same time period (in 1971 or 1972), the Santa Fe ceased 
railroad passenger service to and from Granbury. 
 
All early commercial shipping was done by wagon, which was costly and slow. Cheaper and faster 
transportation was made possible by the railroad, and it was used extensively by the farmers and merchants 
in Granbury and Hood County, to ship produce and livestock to market and to bring in goods and supplies. 
 
Agriculture has long been Hood County's leading business, and the railroad was crucial to agricultural 
shipping. Granbury, the county seat, was the natural agricultural trading center for home markets and 
shipping center for larger markets in other cities. In 1898, in an article entitled, "Farming in Hood County," 
the Granbury News wrote the following on agricultural marketing in Hood County: 
 

Granbury is naturally the trading place of our county, in which all the products are handled, 
but the last few years the agricultural industry has been stimulated to greater efforts by the 
commission men, and the direct buyer of the Fort Worth and eastern markets…The Fort 
Worth and Rio Grande Railroad places us within an hour of that market… 
 

Cotton was the county's first leading crop. The first local cotton was harvested in 1861. In 1898, the county's 
yield was 7,413 bales, and by 1912, the cotton yield was 17,875 bales. It was probably all shipped out of 
the county by train--most of it through Granbury.  
 
The county had nine cotton gins in 1876, and Granbury alone had five gins by 1905. There was a cotton 
platform right up on the railroad tracks east of the Granbury depot. The cotton bales were stacked on the 
platform for loading into the railroad cars. And just north of the tracks and east of the depot, behind the 
cotton platform, was a large cotton yard. Many Granbury old-timers recall that carloads of cotton were 
shipped from the town, and one resident remembers that every vacant lot in Granbury was covered with 
cotton waiting to be shipped. In September, 1905, the Granbury News wrote: 
 

As a cotton market and a trading point Granbury today has a better standing with the people 
than ever before in her history. Our splendid ginning facilities, with both home and foreign 
buyers constantly on the streets and bidding to the very top notch for cotton, together with 
the fine stock of goods in all lines carried by our merchants, all prove of great advantage 
to the town…  
 

Granbury also had a cottonseed oil mill that was built in 1905. A railroad spur was built from the main 
tracks--to the mill, and boxcars full of cottonseed were shipped there to be processed into oil. The oil 
produced by the mill was also shipped out by train.  
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Watermelons became an important crop in Hood County during the 1920s. Over 200 boxcars full of 
watermelons were shipped out of the county in 1924. Many residents also remember carloads of 
watermelons being shipped from Granbury--the farmers brought horse-drawn wagons full of watermelons 
through the city to the depot.  
 
In the early 1900s, the Frisco railroad encouraged agricultural production, including melon and cantaloupe 
raising, sending an agricultural agent and a "Grain Exhibit Car" to Granbury to advise and instruct the 
farmers in the area on farming practices. In an article entitled, "The Frisco System Encourages the Country's 
Development," the Granbury News wrote of the Frisco's efforts to aid agricultural endeavors in Hood 
County: 
 

This department of the Frisco is all that its name implies and shows to our people the 
advantage of having a great trunk line railroad system, because it can do for them what 
could not possibly be done by any short line. This department not only gives attention to 
truck and melon growing, but broadly extends its work toward the general upbuilding of 
the country, encouraging fruit growing as well as dairying and stock raising. 
 

A 1906 article that publicized the arrival of the "Grain Exhibit Car" also announced that the Frisco would 
be distributing free seed to the farmers and added: "By this method the Frisco increases the prosperity of 
the farmers and in consequence increases the earnings of the company.”  
 
As cotton production tapered in Hood County, peanuts and pecans became the county's leading crops. In 
1942, 16,000 acres of peanuts were harvested in Hood County. Farmers were paid over $260,000 for 4,000 
tons of peanuts, much of it shipped out of the county by freight trains. In December 1942, the Hood County 
Tablet described, "…mountains of sacked peanuts stacked in Tolar waiting for freight cars…many peanut 
growers suggest that the name of Tolar be changed to “Peanutville.” 
 
The average pecan crop in Hood County was over three million pounds a year, according to the Hood 
County Tablet in 1941. Many of these pecans were probably also shipped from Granbury by train. In 1937, 
the Hood County Tablet proclaimed: 
 

Hood County has long enjoyed an enviable reputation for the quality of her pecans. 
Probably no other section of the country grows better quality native pecans as well as 
improved varieties, which fact is widely recognized by the big shellers of the North and 
East who are always ready to pay a premium for Hood County pecans. This contributes to 
the further fact that Granbury is one of the best pecan markets in Texas.  
 

Livestock, especially beef and dairy cattle and hogs, has always been an important agricultural producer in 
Hood County. The county began as an area of open range land, and livestock is the leader in agricultural 
earnings in the county today. The railroad built a large stock pen that was two blocks wide just north of the 
railroad tracks to handle the shipping of cattle and hogs from Granbury. The North Texas Livestock 
Commission Company, located in the Fort Worth stockyards, advertised in the Granbury News often in the 
early 1900s, urging ranchers to "consign your stock to us." In 1905, the Granbury News wrote of a sale of 
"600 head of high grade stock cattle," which were shipped to Mexico from Granbury by train.  
 
The merchants in Granbury received most of their goods by train for many years. Groceries, grains, dry 
goods, hardware merchandise, lumber, and fresh meats were shipped into Granbury by train and unloaded 
at the depot (a freight building directly across the tracks from the depot was used for freight storage). Horse-
drawn wagons brought the goods to the merchants in Granbury and Lipan. Ice was also brought to Granbury 
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by train and chutes were used to unload it into storage vaults. In 1912, the Baker Hardware and Implement 
Company advertised: "Now hay-making time and the weather is ideal. We are now unloading A CAR OF 
HAY TIES and a binder car is now being unloaded." And in 1920, the same company advertised that they 
were receiving a car of wire and wire products, including barbed wire and nails. Individuals often advertised 
a sale of certain products, such as Arkansas apples, from a car on a side track at the depot. 
 
In 1971 or 1972, after passenger service to Granbury ended, the depot was converted to use as a freight 
depot. In June 1983, the Santa Fe abandoned freight service from the Granbury train station, and all freight 
service for the Granbury area is now handled by the Santa Fe's regional freight office in Fort Worth.  
 
The Granbury railroad depot is now being leased to the City of Granbury by the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railway Company. The City of Granbury is subleasing the depot to the Hood County Historical 
Commission and the Hood County Genealogical Society. These two groups are working together to 
rehabilitate the Granbury depot for use as an archives to store local historical records. 
 
The Hood County Historical Commission and the Hood County Genealogical Society have formed a joint 
committee to work together to renovate the depot. The joint committee has fourteen members, and is known 
as the Granbury Depot Restoration Committee. The committee is receiving assistance and advice with this 
local preservation project from Albert S. Komatsu and Associates, a Fort Worth architectural firm. 
 
The joint committee plans to use part of the building as a genealogical and historical library. The waiting 
room will be furnished to resemble a railroad passenger waiting room of the early twentieth century and 
will be used for meetings of both societies. Tables and a work area will be provided so that researchers can 
use the records stored in the depot, and the Depot Restoration Committee plans to open the depot to the 
public for such research. 
 
The railroad had a tremendous social, political, and economic impact on Hood County and its county seat, 
Granbury. As a remaining symbol of the county's railroad era, the Granbury railroad depot should receive 
a Texas Historical Marker to acknowledge and commemorate the important role of the railroad in the 
county's history. 
 
 

  
Left: Hood County Court House and Square.   Right: Granbury's one-story loadbearing brick 

depot is rectangular with a bay window on the north side and a square projection on the south side. 
Photos by Wayne Smith 

 

 
 



February, 2024   Volume 28, Number 12 

17 | P a g e  

 

Minutes of the January 2024 Meeting of the North Texas Chapter of the NRHS 
 
The January 2024 meeting of the North Texas Chapter of the NRHS meeting was held on Tuesday, January 
2 in the Cotton Belt Room of the Chill Bar and Grill in Grapevine, TX.  There were 13 attendees.  
  
President Wayne Smith called the meeting to order at 7:42 PM. 
 
The first order of business was the election of officers for 2024.  Bill Long, Chair of Elections Committee 
submitted the following list of nominations: 
 
President 

• Wayne Smith 
Vice President / Programs 

• Jon Shea 
Vice President / Trips and Events 

• Skip Waters 
Secretary 

• Jerry Nunn 
Treasurer 

• Bob Kennedy 
National Representative 

• Bill Long 
 

There were no opposing nominations. A motion was made and seconded that all nominees be re-elected by 
acclimation.  The motion was approved by vote of the membership. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Plano Train Show will be at the Plano Event Center January 20-21. The Chapter will have a table to 
sell donated items. Any donations for the Chapter to sell would be appreciated. There is a need to fill the 
typical positions, such as ticket sales.  In addition, we need to ensure the Chapter table is manned during 
show hours. Those who can fill any position should contact Wayne Smith.  
 
There will be a slide show at the Taco Joint on Saturday, January 20 from 6 PM until 9 PM.  Those interested 
in making a presentation should contact Skip Waters or any Chapter officer. Note that there has been a 
decrease in the number of presenters in recent slideshows. If there is little interest in future slideshows, 
there may not be any use to continue with the program.   
 
Steve Goen’s new book, Vol. 5 of Passenger Trains of Texas (primarily the Katy) is now on sale. The price 
of the 270-page book is $85.00.  However, orders placed before February 1 will receive a $10.00 discount.  
Steve will be at the Plano Train Show. 
 
The February program will feature a new video on Amtrak. Note that since we are in the winter months, 
meetings may be weather dependent, i.e., rescheduled to a later date or cancelled. 
 
There will be a Trips and Events Committee meeting at 6 PM on March 5, at the same location and 
before the March Chapter meeting. Anyone interested in discussing future trips and events is invited 
to attend. 
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Skip Waters has been “appointed” president of the “restored” Wichita Falls Rail Road Museum. However, 
efforts to restore the museum to full operating status is moving slowly due to local interest, lease 
negotiations, exhibit acquisition, and support, among other things. Also, efforts to start membership 
meetings for the new Wichita Falls NRHS Chapter are currently “on the shelf”.   
 
The 2024 NRHS National Convention will take place in Harrisburg, PA.  Hotel rates will be $134 per night 
with a $15 per day parking.  Please consult the NRHS National website for further details. 
 
PROGRAM 
 
The program for the evening was the “Show and Tell”, where members presented collectibles and discussed 
details about them. 
 
Jon Shea – a collection of Katy calendars, Katy RR Texas Centennial Souvenir fan, Texas Special ink 
blotter, Katy RR Historical Calendars (available for sale – all proceeds go to Katy RR Historical Society – 
see Jon); Dallas Historical Society magazine, including interurban maps, photos, and articles. 
 
Edwin Pegelow – An old Texas railroad map, a book of Harvey Houses in Texas, including articles and 
photos. 
 
Wayne Smith – A collage of framed railroad stamps from around the world presented to him as a gift. 
 
Dave Kohler – a set of “KZ Ranch” railroad spikes and miniature rail made into bookends. 
 
Jerry Nunn – an old Santa Fe switchman’s lantern once owned by a former neighbor. 
 
Sam Metzgar – a book on the “Tarantula Railroad” system. 
 
Bob Kennedy – a collection of badges, pens, and buttons from primarily northeastern and midwestern 
railroads. 
 
Skip Waters – a critical review of an article on the fabled “Crash at Crush”. The article was provided by 
Jon Shea. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

• February meeting – Tuesday, February 6 at the Chill Bar Cotton Belt Room. Program:  Amtrak 
video. 
 

• Remainder of 2024 Meetings – We have an open invitation to use the Chill Bar for upcoming 
meetings.  It is centrally located, rent is free, and the food is good. The Chill Bar will be the default 
location for the rest of 2024. 

 
Jerry M. Nunn, Secretary, North Texas Chapter, NRHS 
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Miscellaneous Items Brought for Annual Show and Tell 
 

   
See Meeting Minutes above for more detailed descriptions of items brought for Show & Tell. 

    

   



February, 2024   Volume 28, Number 12 

20 | P a g e  

 

“Show and Tell” Items - Continued 
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DART Seasonal Photos From Chapter Member Steve Siegerist 
 

 
A southbound Red train led by car 111 leaving Union Station, pictured in the background on 2-25-03. 

 

 
A northbound Red train led by car 180 crossing Houston Street entering the transit mall in downtown Dallas 
on 2-25-03. (Notice the north Union Station tower in the background.)             
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A northbound Red train composed of cars 142-145-125 near the Zoo Station on 01-01-01. 

 

Parting Shots 
 

 
Isn’t this one of the most beautiful fantasy locomotives ever seen? Submitted by James Dolande. Source unknown. 
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Parting Shots - Continued 
 

 
 

Live Steam at Six Flags Over Texas From James Dolande. 
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Chapter Directory 
 

North Texas Chapter Officers, 2024  
*President, Wayne Smith, 940-300-4407 
*Vice President/Programs, Jon Shea, 972-948-2413 
*Vice President/Trips and Events, Skip Waters, 
wgcrush@swbell.net 
*Vice President/Communications, Vacant  
*Secretary, Jerry Nunn 
*Treasurer, Bob Kennedy 
*National Representative, Bill Long 
*Webmaster, Kim Hays, kimhays516@gmail.com  
*Zephyr Editor, Wayne Smith 
 
Chapter Business Address: North Texas Chapter, NRHS, 
P.O. Box 600304, Dallas, Texas 75360  
 
Chapter Email: northtexaschapternrhs@gmail.com  
 
North Texas Chapter site: https://ntxnrhs.org/  
 
Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/409467244127/  
 
North Texas Zephyr (current issues):  
The Zephyr Newsletter - North Texas Chapter, NRHS (ntxnrhs.org) 
 
Zephyr Archives: 
Rail History Newsletters (gogeocaching.com) 
 

North Texas Chapter History 
 

Founded and chartered in 1996, the North Texas Chapter is a non- 
profit, 501(c)(3) educational organization incorporated under the 

laws of the state of Texas. Emphasis of the chapter is activity, 
history, and enjoyment of railroading past and present. Meetings 
are usually held 7:30-9:30 PM, the first Tuesday of each month. 

Visitors and newcomers are welcome. 
 

Chapter membership includes our monthly chapter newsletter, 
the North Texas Zephyr. Currently, chapter dues are $16, plus $2 

per additional family member. Payment may be made by check or 
paid online. By check - Mail a check payable to “North Texas 

Chapter NRHS” for $16 (individual) or $18 (family) and mail it to 
North Texas Chapter NRHS, PO Box 600304, Dallas TX, 75360. If 
your check does not clearly indicate who the member is, please 

add a note with the member's name. 
 

Online - Visit the chapter’s on-line store at 
https://ntxnrhs.org/store 

to pay by credit card or PayPal. A small service charge (50 cents 
for individuals, 75 cents for families) is added to your dues 

payment to cover processing fees.  
 

Learn about the National Railway Historical Society at 
www.nrhs.com 

Doodlebug News Briefs 

 
MKT doodlebug M10 

 
Tuesday, February 6th Chapter Meeting @ 7:30PM (Meet 
“N” Greet at 7:00PM) – Program (DVD): Amtrak: 
Connecting America By Rail, Chill Bar and Grill (Cotton Belt 
Room), Grapevine, TX.   
 
There is a Trips and Events Committee meeting at 6 PM on 
March 5, at the same location and before the March 
Chapter meeting. Anyone interested in discussing future 
trips and events is invited to attend. 
 
***Please Note – The Cotton Belt Room of the Chill Bar 
and Grill in Grapevine is the Chapter’s new semi-
permanent meeting location due to its central location, 
cost (free), private room and food service.  The majority 
of the chapter meetings will be held here for the 
remainder of the year.          
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Wayne Smith, North Texas News Editor. 

The North Texas Zephyr is the official newsletter of the 
North Texas Chapter of the National Railway Historical 

Society.  It is published monthly for the benefit of its 
members.  Opinions expressed herein may not reflect the 

official position of the North Texas Chapter or the National 
Railway Historical Society.  All content rights retained by 
original author.  Every attempt has been made to comply 

with fair use and copyright laws. 
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