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North Texas Chapter –  
National Railway Historical Society 

 
The North Texas 

 
“God of the west wind” 

March Chapter Meeting: 
Presentation on the Houston and 
Texas Central by Dennis Hogan 

 
 

Railroad historian Dennis Hogan will present a novel look at 
the Houston & Texas Central Railroad.  His PowerPoint 
presentation will examine the history of the railroad, 
highlight some special topics, and reveal some vestiges of 
the railroad that one can see today. Emphasis will be on the 
H&TC mainline north of Dallas to the Red River. 

Dennis Hogan, a native Texan, is a retired second-career 
high school teacher who is a longstanding student of Texas 
railroad history. He has traveled by rail on four continents 
and is a member of the Railroad & Locomotive Historical 
Society.  Dennis has presented facets of North Texas railroad 
history to audiences in Allen, Commerce, Greenville, 
Teague, and Terrell. 

When: Tuesday, March 3rd @ 7:30 PM  
(Meet “N” Greet at 7:00 PM)  

 
Where: Cotton Belt Room of the Chill Bar & 

Grill at 814 S. Main St (NW corner of S. 
Main St. & Dallas Rd), Grapevine, TX.   

{Food will be available for purchase} 

 
Link to Website: 

 https://www.chillbardfw.com/ 
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Minutes of the February 2026 Meeting of the North Texas Chapter of the NRHS 
 
The February 2026 meeting of the North Texas Chapter of the NRHS was held on 
Tuesday, February 3rd, in the Cotton Belt Room of the Chill Bar and Grill in 
Grapevine, TX.  There were 19 attendees. 
  
In the absence of President Wayne Smith, VP Jon Shea called the meeting to order 
at 7:43 PM. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Dave Podrahsky:  Large crowds were present at the January Plano Train Show.  The 
halls were often packed, particularly on Saturday morning. Attendance for the last 
two train shows was the best in 16 years. Preliminary attendance estimate for the 
Fall show was 2387.  
 
Jerry Nunn:  Jerry passed around a recent issue of the City of Allen’s magazine, 
which featured an article on the 150th anniversary of Allen, and discussed the role 
of the Houston and Texas Central Railroad’s role in the city’s development. 
 
Jerry and Don Novak had only light sales at the Train show…only about $30. We 
sold no SP books, but we did sell two Tower 55 bricks for $1 each. The table was in 
the main hallway near the east door, and at times the hallways were packed from 
one side to another, potentially inhibiting onlookers from visiting the table. 
 
Bob Kennedy:  Chapter membership is running a little behind last year – 42 paid 
members and 7 unpaid.  Regarding the treasury, “we have money”. 
 
The Train Collectors Association (TCA) will hold its convention at the Hyatt Regency 
DFW June 21-27. 
 
The Reading T-1 4-8-4 #2101 was cosmetically restored and unveiled at the B&O 
Railroad Museum on January 12th.  The locomotive had been damaged in a 
roundhouse fire in 1979. 
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Bill Long:  The Trips and Events Committee is considering an early Fall to late 
October time frame for the next Chapter trip.  No details have been determined. 
 
Jon Shea:  Jon has copies of the 2026 Katy RR calendar for sale.  He passed around 
a card from the Gunnison Pioneer Museum in Gunnison, CO, which he had 
obtained.   
 
There are some leftover magazines and books from the Plano Train Show. The 
magazines are free, and the books are  $1 or $5. 
 
The Chapter will get 2 shares for the Fall Train Show. 
 
Skip Waters:  While table sales inside were nothing to brag about, Skip’s trackless 
trains recorded a record number of ticket sales. He even ran out of souvenir 
whistles.  At least someone from the Chapter had good sales. 
 
No news at the National level. Skip will run for the Board again this year. The 
President’s chair is vacant, so we will elect a new President this year. 
 
The Great Train Show is coming to Dallas in 2026. It will take place at the Dallas 
Market Hall on March 28th – March 29th. 
 
The Evening’s Program:  Steve Goen video of the T&P 610, its restoration, and its 
participation in the American Freedom Train excursion through Texas. 
 
Next Month’s Program:  Dennis Hogan will present his program on the Houston and 
Texas Central Railroad. 
 
July Program:  Michael Ross will present his collection of bicentennial locomotives 
in their red, white, and blue colors. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM 
 
Jerry M. Nunn, Secretary, North Texas Chapter, NRHS 
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IT IS THAT TIME AGAIN TO RENEW YOUR 
NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER DUES  

FOR 2026 
 

Annual renewal of your North Texas Chapter Membership is due by January 1, 2026.  Your annual 
dues are paid directly to our Chapter either by check, online, or by cash. 
 

Membership dues are still $16 for either a regular 
chapter membership or a chapter-only membership 
and still $18 for a regular chapter family membership.   
 

1. TO PAY BY CHECK:  
Make your check payable to “North Texas Chapter NRHS” for $16 (individual) or $18 (family) and 
mail it to: 

Bob Kennedy, North Texas Chapter NRHS 
3304 Cross Bend Road 
Plano, Texas      75023 

1a.  Do not mail your membership renewal to the Chapter Mailing Address as it will delay processing your 
renewal.   
1b.  If you are submitting or renewing a Family Membership by check, be sure you identify all members of 
your Family on a note with your check.   
 

2. TO PAY ON-LINE:  
Visit the Chapter’s on-line store at:   

https://ntxnrhs.org/store/#!/Membership-Dues/c/15877014 
or copy and paste this address into your browser.   
2a.  A small service charge (50 cents for individual, 75 cents for family) is added to your dues payment to 
help partially cover the processing fees for using a credit card.  You do not need to be a PayPal member 
to pay on-line. 
2b.  If you are submitting or renewing a Family Membership on line, be sure you identify all members of 
your Family in the Orders Comments on your PayPal order form. 
 

3. TO PAY BY CASH:  
Your dues can be paid at any Chapter Meeting.  Please have the exact amount and pay the 
Treasurer or any Chapter Officer. 
 
If you have any questions about membership, please contact me directly 
at rckennedy48@verizon.net or 214-497-7745. 
 

Please note that this request is for your CHAPTER DUES only.  
You will be billed separately for your National NRHS dues by the National.  National 
dues are paid and sent directly to the National by each member. 
  
Thanks very much.   
  
Bob Kennedy, Treasurer 
North Texas Chapter, NRHS 
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The City of Katy Railroad Park 
Photos by Dennis Hogan 

 

 
Katy Railroad Park. 

 

 
Katy Depot and Museum in Katy, TX. 
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Wooden Katy Caboose (originally Copper Range) 
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Rosenberg Railroad Museum 
Photos by Dennis Hogan 

 

 
Tower 17 and a nice collection of railroad signals. 

 

 
Santa Fe Railroad Post Office (RPO). 
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Helium Car 

 

 
Houston, Belt and Terminal locomotive. 
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One of seven layouts at the Rosenberg Railroad Museum. 

 

 
Garden Railroad at Rosenberg Railroad Museum. 
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Prototypical water tower watching over the garden railroad. 

 

 
A gorgeous red Missouri Pacific caboose in all its glory. 
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Texas Electric Railroad Depot, Milford, TX 
Photos by Jon Shea 

 

 
At one time, the depot was scheduled to become a restaurant. Now it is furnished and floored in front and 

appears to be a special events venue. 
 

 
Another view. Note the rails in the street which once led to the freight door. 
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**Facebook Favorites** 
(Most of these Photographs are not posted on the Chapter’s Facebook page) 

 

 
This picture was a very popular poster in the 1970’s. However, the poster did not 

include the group of men in the picture. Your editor had one of those posters as a teen.  
In large letters at the top of the poster, it had an expletive expressing what someone’s 

reaction to the situation may have been at the time. 
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This was New Year’s Eve 2025. 
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Comment from Jerry Nunn: On May 26, 1908 the Trinity River crested at 52.6 feet, the highest stage ever 
recorded at Dallas. This followed 15 inches of rainfall. The flood caused widespread damage and resulted 
in 5 fatalities. The flood resulted in the construction of the Dallas levee system. I got this information from 
the U.S. Geological Survey website, which manages streamflow records across the U.S. BTW, current flood 
stage at Dallas is 30 feet. 
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Even though it is eight miles away, the 561 ft Reunion Tower is clearly visible in the distance. The tower 
is located in the Reunion district of downtown Dallas. A free-standing structure until the construction of an 
addition to the Hyatt Regency Dallas and surrounding complex in 1998, the tower is the city’s 15th tallest 
occupiable structure. 

This is the Union Pacific Mineola Subdivision looking from Mesquite, Texas towards Dallas. The former 
Missouri Pacific (MoPac) line through Mineola, Texas, was a crucial Texas & Pacific Railway (a MoPac 
subsidiary) route, originally connecting Dallas to Marshall. Established in 1873, it was a vital, busy, and 
historic east-west rail link in East Texas. The Missouri Pacific (including the T&P) was acquired by the 
Union Pacific in 1980 and merged into the system in 1997. 

At SP Junction in Dallas, the UP Mineola Sub ends, and the line meets the UP Ennis Sub and the UP Dallas 
Sub. The Union Pacific Dallas Subdivision is a track from Dallas to Fort Worth, TX. 
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   Chapter Directory 
 

North Texas Chapter Officers, 2026  
*President, Wayne Smith, 940-300-4407 
*Vice President/Programs, Jon Shea, 972-948-2413 
*Vice President/Trips and Events, Bill Long 
*Vice President/Communications, Vacant  
*Secretary, Jerry Nunn 
*Treasurer, Bob Kennedy 
*National Representative, Skip Waters, 
wgcrush@swbell.net 
*Webmaster, Kim Hays, kimhays516@gmail.com  
*Zephyr Editor, Wayne Smith 
 
Chapter Business Address: North Texas Chapter, NRHS, 
P.O. Box 600304, Dallas, Texas 75360  
 
Chapter Email: northtexaschapternrhs@gmail.com  
 
North Texas Chapter site: https://ntxnrhs.org/  
 
Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/409467244127/  
 
North Texas Zephyr (current issues): The Zephyr Newsletter - 
North Texas Chapter, NRHS (ntxnrhs.org) 
 
Zephyr Archives: Rail History Newsletters 
(gogeocaching.com) 
 

North Texas Chapter History 
 

Founded and chartered in 1996, the North Texas Chapter is a non- 
profit, 501(c)(3) educational organization incorporated under the 

laws of the state of Texas. Emphasis of the chapter is activity, 
history, and enjoyment of railroading past and present. Meetings 
are usually held 7:30-9:30 p.m., the first Tuesday of each month. 

Visitors and newcomers are welcome. 
 

Chapter membership includes our monthly chapter newsletter, 
the North Texas Zephyr. Currently, chapter dues are $16, plus $2 

per additional family member. Payment may be made by check or 
paid online. By check - Mail a check payable to “North Texas 

Chapter NRHS” for $16 (individual) or $18 (family) and mail it to 
North Texas Chapter NRHS, PO Box 600304, Dallas TX, 75360. If 
your check does not clearly indicate who the member is, please 

add a note with the member's name. 
 

Online - Visit the chapter’s on-line store at 
https://ntxnrhs.org/store 

to pay by credit card or PayPal. A small service charge (50 cents 
for individuals, 75 cents for families) is added to your dues 

payment to cover processing fees. Learn about the National 
Railway Historical Society at www.nrhs.com 

 

Doodlebug News Briefs 

 
MKT Doodlebug M10 

 
Tuesday, March 3rd @ 7:30 PM (Meet “N” Greet at 
7:00 PM), Program: Presentation on the Houston 
and Texas Central by railroad historian Dennis 
Hogan at the Cotton Belt Room of the Chill Bar & Grill 
at 814 S. Main St (NW corner of S. Main St. & Dallas 
Rd), Grapevine, TX.   
 
###################################################### 
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Wayne Smith, North Texas News Editor 

The North Texas Zephyr is the official newsletter of the 
North Texas Chapter of the National Railway Historical 

Society.  It is published monthly for the benefit of its 
members.  Opinions expressed herein may not reflect the 

official position of the North Texas Chapter or the National 
Railway Historical Society.  All content rights retained by 
original author.  Every attempt has been made to comply 

with fair use and copyright laws. 
 

Contributing to The North Texas Zephyr 
We welcome all submissions! The deadline for submitting 
material to the editor is the 12th day of the month in the 
month prior to the respective cover date. Please contact 
President Wayne Smith for more information. Time-
sensitive news items will be given priority over general 
interest subjects. The editor reserves the right to edit, hold or 
omit material at his discretion. 
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